Harvard Square Conservation District

Storefront Guidelines
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Storefront Principles

Most storefronts will be regarded as impermanent and the Historical Commission will look favorably
on creative alterations that meet the particular needs of the retailer or office tenant, as long as the
original structure and finishes are maintained or recovered (where they still exist).

Alterations to upper stories will be regarded as having the potential for significant and permanent
adverse effects and will be reviewed accordingly.

Reversible changes to storefronts will not be discouraged as long as they do not obscure or damage
the structure or any original architectural features.

Opaque glass will not be allowed in display windows unless specifically permitted



A Certificate of Nonapplicability will be issued by the staff for:

A Alterations that do not alter, enclose, or extend further than the
decorative or structural framework of the building or retall space
originally intended to surround a storefrant

The framework consists of such elements as piers, colunanserboards quoins, cornices
and similar structural or decorative features.

A Storefront alterations that do not obscure, remove, relocate,
or replace historic or original exterior architectural features

Exterior architectural features may include, but are not limited to, such features as brackets,
window and door casings, fascia, hoods, bays, and window sash.






